CONCORDIA'S 
THURSDAY REPORT 


June 5, 2003 


Vol. 27, No. 17 


pr.concordia.ca/ctr 


Big move to Science Complex 


BY JASON GONDZIOLA 


fter months of planning, 
A*: move into the new 
cience Complex at 


Loyola is finally underway. The 
move will see an estimated 8,800 
boxes and bins moved into the 
into the state-of-the art building, 
with the hope that all will be set- 
tled by August 26. 

“I'm sure we'll learn some les- 
sons in the first week,” said Bob 
Roy, Vice-Dean of Planning for 
Arts and Sciences. “There are a 
lot of last-minute adjustments to 
make, including computer wiring, 
but by and large, I think we're 
ready to go.” 

The move, which is being han- 
dled by Transports Lacombe at a 
basic cost of $210,000, began June 
2 with Exercise Science, a natural 
choice because of their proximity 
to the new complex. 

“They're a little easier because 


they're on this campus, so if you 
run into snags it’s not so bad to 
run back and forth for a little 
while between the two buildings. 
For the people downtown, when 
they move, it’s much more of a 
commitment to this campus.” 
Most of the other new inhabi- 
tants will come from the down- 
town Hall Building, and will free 


8,800 boxes will be moved 
by the end of August 


up roughly four floors for re-use. 
Once the move is complete, Roy 
will turn his attention to renovat- 
ing Hall’s newly vacated floors, a 
process that will take at least a 
year. 

“It's a very substantial renova- 
tion, involving wall removals, all 
kinds of ventilation changes, and 
trying to improve vertical com- 
munications in the building,” he 


said. The social sciences will get 
the lion's share of the newly liber- 
ated space. 

“Mostly, I think, it will be facul- 
ty offices, graduate student 
offices, meeting rooms, seminar 
rooms, lounges, resource rooms, 
and restoring some corridors that 
disappeared over the years. It will 
be a little more friendly to get 
around in.” 

The move is being co-ordinated 
to minimize the impact on each 
of the affected departments, who 
have been packing and preparing 
since earlier this spring. Roughly 
12,500 items belonging to over 
370 faculty members, researchers, 
grad students, and administrative 
staff will be moved at a rate of 10 
to 15 truckloads per day, four days 
a week, leaving one day each week 
for assessment and planning. 


Please see Moving, page 11. 
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COLOURS OF CONCORDIA: Annie Derome of Canada (left), Jose Saramago 
from Portugal and Jehan Hasan from Bahrain (far right) are just three of 117 
participants, most of them business students, who are taking part in the 
popular Tour de I’lle bikeathon this Sunday in Montreal. Colours of 
Concordia was the name chosen for the team, who will promote the univer- 
sity’s cultural diversity and raise funds for Centraide. The effort was the 
brainwave of Ramona Senecal, a receptionist in the John Molson School of 
Business, who is also in the photo. If you want to join the gang for a picnic 
lunch afterwards, go to Park Ave. between Pine and Mount Royal at the foot 
of the mountain, and look for the Concordia banner and T-shirts. 


Science College students just love going to school 


BY MELANIE TAKEFMAN 


he top four graduating stu- 
dents in the Science College 
love school unabashedly. With 
near-perfect GPAs, they have been 
bombarded with scholarships and 
awards throughout their under- 
graduate careers, but that’s second- 
ary to the rewards of knowledge. 
Though she has the highest 
GPA in the Science College, Onye- 
nyechukwu Nnorom could barely 
recall all of her extra-curricular 
activities. She was the public 
representative for the Science 
College Student Association, and 
a member of the Caribbean 
Students’ Union, the African 
Student Association, as well as 
the Garnet Key Society. She is also 
the co-editor of the students’ sec- 
tion of the black community 
newspaper Community Contact 
and visits patients in the Jewish 
General Hospital’s geriatrics 
ward. It’s no wonder she 
described her life as “organized 
chaos.” 
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from top: Kevin Debiparshad, Joanna Pohi, Onye- 





nyechukwu Nnorom and Claudia Farnesi. 


Nnorom talked about her exten- 
sive community involvement as if 
it were innate. Because she sup- 
ports herself with scholarships and 


bursaries, she has more free time 

than students who work, she said. 
Until she starts medical school 

at McGill this fall, Nnorom will per- 
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fect a test that she has designed to 
identify the Chagas parasite in 
South American monkeys at 
McGill’s Centre for Tropical 
Diseases. 

Joanna Pohl admitted that she 
chose Concordia’s psychology 
program “by default.” It was the 
only school that accepted her. 
Because Pohl, an immigrant from 
Poland, was educated in the 
French system, she got low marks 
when she entered an anglophone 
CEGEP. 

Once you gain momentum, it’s 
easy to get high marks, she said. 
“Past success makes you motivated 
to maintain it.” 

Yet, marks aren't everything in 
the Science College and Pohl’s 
research came with its challenges. 
While researching the effect of 
time of day on the body's response 
to amphetamines for her thesis, 
she had to restart a month's worth 
of research because of a technical 
error. She said that she was not 
frazzled because she had had a 


Please see Students, page 12. 
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Technology educators 
converge at Concordia 


BY MELANIE TAKEFMAN 


ive out of six European del- 
Pe cancelled their par- 

ticipation in last week's 
Association for Media and 
Technology in Education in 
Canada (AMTEC) conference 
because of SARS. These people 
understand the news, but do not 
understand geography, panelist 
Neil Anderson said in the open- 
ing address on media literacy. 

Anderson, who represented the 
Association for Media Literacy, 
said that although he lives less 
than a kilometre away from one 
of Toronto’ infected hospitals, he 
attended. Similarly, the wide- 
spread fear surrounding the out- 
break of the disease in Toronto 
and Asia is an example of media- 
fabricated hype and paranoia, a 
phenomenon that was discussed 
extensively during the session. 

Despite fears of SARS, over 150 
educators, media producers and 
members of the educational 
product industry attended 
AMTEC’s 30th annual confer- 
ence, held at Concordia on May 
25-28. 

The theme was e-convergence, 
which, according to educational 
technology professor and confer- 
ence co-organizer Dennis Dicks, 
refers to the breaking down of bar- 
riers between forms of communi- 
cation. In the digital age, text, 
images and sound can easily be 
integrated into one presentation. 

The bilingual conference offered 
simultaneous workshops, keynote 
addresses and poster sessions, 
which operated like information 
fairs. Several Concordia profes- 
sors, students and alumni from 
the Department of Education pre- 
sented their research. 

In line with the theme, most 


sessions were neatly organized 
into PowerPoint, Internet and 
multimedia presentations. While 
they were visually appealing, 
many were loaded with jargon 
and were clearly aimed at the 
experts. 

Dicks said that technology has 
infiltrated education at every 
level. “Part of the problem is 
choosing stuff that’s good and 
suited to student needs,” he said. 

Because young people are 
often more technologically savvy 
than adults, educational technol- 
ogy is increasingly student-ori- 
ented. Though this has long been 
the tendency in North America, 
other countries, like Russia, are 
following suit. “You can put tools 
in students’ hands that they 
probably know how to use better 
than their professors,” he said. 

Though educational technology 
in Quebec is generally consistent 
with North American trends, 
product developers and educa- 
tors here face the challenge 
of creating French-language re- 
sources in an overwhelmingly 
English field. 

The daytime sessions were 
complemented by a media festi- 
val on the night of May 26. 
Education technology graduate 
Tom Bolton and his team from 
Bombardier won a prize in the 
industrial category for a video on 
airplane maintenance. The fol- 
lowing night, conference partici- 
pants were bused to Sucrerie de 
la montagne in Rigaud for a night 
of dining and dancing. 

Though Dicks said that he 
received positive feedback on the 
conference, he said that if he was 
doing it again, he would have 
made better use of technology to 
avoid rebuilding the event's 
bureaucratic structures next year. 


LONG ROAD TO A CERTIFICATE : ida Rednose, David Coonishish and 
two-week-old Amylee drove 14 hours from Mistissini (via Chisasibi to 
drop off their son with relatives) so that Ida could get her certificate at 
Concordia on May 30. She was one of 53 people from nine communi- 
ties who completed an administrative programs, the result of a part- 
nership between the Cree Regional Authority and the John Molson 
School of Business’s Entrepreneurship Institute for the Development of 


Minority Communities. 
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the Ritz Carlton Hotel. 


Concordia gets advice from the top 


Finance Professors Khaled Soufani (centre) and Harjeet S. Bhabra were among the faculty and students who 
enjoyed a talk by the Hon. John Manley recently. The federal finance minister was the keynote speaker at the 
annual conference of Concordia’s Finance and Invesment Students’ Association, held the evening of May 21 at 


Manley, who is also deputy prime minister and is running for leadership of the Liberal Party of Canada, told 
the students how he approached the federal budget last February — with typically Canadian caution. He had 
just returned from spending a long weekend with other G7 finance ministers in Deauville, France, and said 
that Canada was the only economy not currently heading downward. 
All budget choices are political choices, he warned the students, but public life is a great way to contribute to 
society. “Rare is the day | don’t wake up saying, Am | ever lucky!” However, he told the students they should 
only go into politics if they really like people, and have enough self-knowledge to withstand a lot of criticism. 
Concordia CFO Larry English was also a speaker at the conference. 
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Opening the door on housing trends 
Concordia hosts 31st international congress this month 


BY MIRJANA VRBASKI 


s Montrealers start their 

ual moving frenzy, engi- 

neers, architects, and scientists 

from around the world will gath- 

er at Concordia to tackle housing 

issues. The 31st International 

Association of Housing Science 

(IAHS) World Congress will take 
place here June 23 to 27. 

It’s timely, given the increasing 
pressure on the Quebec govern- 
ment to relieve a shortage of 
affordable lodging, said confer- 
ence organizer Adel Hanna, of 


Concordia’s Department of 
Building, Civil and Environmen- 
tal Engineering. 


“The Congress represents an 
all-encompassing exchange of 
ideas, ranging from architectur- 
al aspects of building houses to 
relevant social, environmental, 
technological, and governmen- 


tal issues.” 

One hundred and fifty special- 
ists from over 40 countries will 
participate in the exchange. 
Among the keynote speakers are 
Anna Kajumulo, the executive 
director of UN-Habitat, Nils 
Larsson, executive director of 
the International Initiative for a 
Sustainable Built Environment, 
and various other experts from 
such countries as Italy, Japan, 
Kuwait, Croatia, Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and Portugal. 

Among the guests are Mayor 
Gérald Tremblay, the rectors of 
Concordia, UQAM and McGill 
University, as well as the presi- 
dents of the Canadian Mortgage 
Housing Corporation and La 
Société d’habitation du Québec. 

The conference will tackle 
information technology, housing 
policy and planning, sustainable 
building, government legisla- 


tion, construction technology, 
design, and affordable housing. 

“It's a unique opportunity to 
create awareness of both novel 
developments and solutions to 
pertinent problems,” Hanna 
said. “Communication in this 
business is critical. To have max- 
imal progress, everyone from 
engineers and architects to 
material developers and design- 
ers must know about what is 
going on in each other's fields.” 

It’s also a chance to show off 
Montreal, and the organizers 
have scheduled tours, both tech- 
nical and leisurely, of the city 
and the region. Co-organizing 
the event are UQAM’s Roger- 
Bruno Richard and McGill's 
Saeed Mirza. 


For more information about 
IAHS, headquartered in the US, visit 
the Web site at www.iahs31.com. 


Experts on Japanese business to talk here 


nternational experts will be 

talking business — Japanese 
business — at Concordia from 
June 5 to 8. 

The Association of Japanese 
Business Studies (AJBS) Conference 
is a chance for about 75 special- 
ists from Asia, North America, 
and Europe to promote multidis- 


ciplinary research and advance- 
ments in this area of the Far East. 
Concordia management professor 
and conference co-organizer Jean 
McGuire is one of the organizers. 
The agenda includes issues 
relating to the changing economy, 
corporate governance, women in 
business, information technology, 


human resources management, 
and the future of the auto indus- 
try. Among the keynote speakers 
is the Consul General of Japan in 
Montreal, Tetsuo Shioguchi. For 
more information, visit the AJBS 
Web site, at www.ajbs.org. 


- Mirjana Vrbaski 


Mourrad Debbabi has joined 
new Info Systems Institute 


BY JANICE HAMILTON 


he newly — established 
[cence Institute for 

Information Systems 
Engineering (CIISE) has attracted 
its first full-time faculty member, 
a specialist in computer security 
and in next-generation mobile, 
wireless devices. 

The CIISE “is one of the big rea- 
sons why I came here,” said 
Professor Mourrad Debbabi, who 
arrived at Concordia from 
Panasonic Research, at Princeton 
in April. Not only is the institute 
unique in Canada, but “it offers an 
opportunity to build something 
new.’ 

The CIISE is an interdiscipli- 
nary research and training insti- 
tute that explores applications of 
information systems to a wide 
range of engineering, including 
telecommunications, electronics, 
aerospace, banking, manufactur- 
ing, and construction. “I want to 
collaborate with people from 
other departments to see what 
we can do together in applying 
computer systems engineering,” 
he said. 

Debbabi did his undergraduate 
studies in computer science at 
Constantine University _in 
Algeria, and his graduate work at 
Paris XI Orsay University. He 
worked for Bull Research, a large 
computer research firm in Paris, 
and, after deciding to pursue a 
career in academia, went to Laval 
in 1994. Since then, he has 
switched between teaching and 
industry, including a six-month 
stint at Stanford University as a 
research associate. 

He has been on leave from Laval 
since 2000, working for General 
Electric Corporate Research and 
Panasonic Information and Net- 
working Technologies Laboratory 
in the United States, but he contin- 
ued to supervise his PhD students. 

One of his main research inter- 
ests is computer security: detect- 
ing and protecting computers 
from attack. He is an expert on 
security and performance issues 
for middleware in small, mobile 
devices such as Internet-enabled 
cellular phones and personal digi- 
tal assistants (PDAs). (Middleware 





Mourrad Debbabi 


is the software that allows multi- 
ple processes running on one or 
more machines to interact across 
a network.) He also leads four 
consortia that aim to elaborate 
international standards for Java- 
based presence and instant mes- 
saging. 

While Debbabi was at 
Panasonic Research, his graduate 
students worked extensively on 
security for Internet-enabled 
phones. They also researched per- 
formance issues, and managed to 
accelerate by a factor of four 
some of the Java software (virtual 
machine) used by small, mobile 
devices. Their expertise in these 
fields is unique in Canada. 

“Some researchers have done a 
lot of work on Java middleware for 
servers and desktops,” he said, 
“but there is not a lot of knowl- 
edge of the Java middleware for 
mobile devices in the academic 
community.” Now that Debbabi is 
at Concordia, he intends to con- 
tinue his research on performance 
and security issues for these 
devices. 

The team of nine PhD candi- 
dates and one MSc student he 
supervised at Laval followed 
him to Montreal. “I think their 





main motivation was to stay 
together and continue the proj- 
ect,” he said. About half are 
within a year or so of complet- 
ing their PhDs, while the others 
are just starting. 

Debbabi has several awards to 
his credit, including teaching 
awards from Laval. In 2000 and 
2001, the research group he head- 
ed there won three Canadian and 
provincial awards for excellence in 
information technology research. 
These awards were the result of a 
three-year collaboration with 
Canada’s Department of National 
Defense on malicious code detec- 
tion in software products. 

He sees security issues as key to 
the continued progress of the 
information technology field, not 
only for governments and organi- 
zations, but also for individuals, 
since private information on 
desktops and laptops can be vul- 
nerable to damage or theft. 

Devices like mobile handsets 
have tremendous potential — for 
example, some day consumers 
may be able to check the contents 
of their fridges from the super- 
market — but these connections 
must be secure as well as 
efficient. 


ENCS teaching award for Landsberger 


ongratulations to Professor 
Leslie M. Landsberger, who will 
receive the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science Teaching 
Excellence Award at convocation 
on June 13. A biography is available 
on page 10 with the announcement 
of Dr Landsberger’s promotion to 
full professor, but his students are 
particularly grateful to him. 
Dr. Landsberger has taught 
courses from first year to the gradu- 


ate level. He co-authored a textbook 
for first-year students in discrete 
mathematics, derived from his own 
teaching notes. He also developed a 
graduate course as well as a teach- 
ing and research laboratory for 
micro-electromechanical systems, 
otherwise known as MEMS. 

Dr. Landsberger encourages his 
students by helping them in novel 
ways. He led the development of 
animated, Web-based interactive 


learning aids for a first-year course, 
and initiated a quiz concept to 
motivate students to the end of the 
term. He also collaborated on the 
design of a teaching workshop for 
new faculty members. 

His enthusiasm is infectious, and 
he is accessible beyond his office 
hours. In a recent course, the stu- 
dents were so appreciative, they 
gave him a round of applause at the 
end of the term. 










This column welcomes the submissions of all Concordia 
faculty and staff to promote and encourage individual and 
group activities in teaching and research, and to encourage 
work-related achievements 


glance 


Congratulations to Professor Emeritus Bernard Lagacé, O.C,, who was hon- 
oured in the annual investiture to the Order of Canada at Rideau Hall on May 
9 by Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson. He was promoted from the rank 
of Member, to which he was appointed in 1985, to Officer. His citation reads, 
in part, “Known for his expressive performances, particularly of the baroque 
repertoire, he has given us Bach’s complete organ and other keyboard works. 
This monumental project, a set of 22 CDs, confirms his authority in this area 
and won him an Opus Award. Also recognized as an outstanding teacher, 
this professor emeritus of Concordia University continues to communicate 
his passion for Bach by giving courses at institutions such as McGill's 
International Organ Academy.” 














Congratulations to Osama Moselhi, chair of the Department of Building, 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, who has been awarded the Walter 
Shanly Award for his outstanding contribution to the development and 
practice of construction engineering in Canada by the Canadian Society for 
Civil Engineering. He will be acknowledged by colleagues and friends at the 
yearly Fellowships and Awards Banquet, to be held June 6 in Moncton. 


Christine Mota (Public Affairs) was a judge for both the RTNDA (Radio and 
Television News Directors’ Association) National TV News Awards and the 
Central Canada Radio News Awards. 


Karin Doerr (CMLL, Simone de Beauvoir) has published “Etched In Memory: 
Holocaust Survivors and the Language of Genocide” and a book review on 
Paul Mendes-Flohr’s German Jews: A Dual identity (New Haven, CT: Yale UP 
1999), both in the bulletin of the Center For Holocaust Studies, University of 
Vermont. 




















Murray Sang (Continuing Education) has been elected Eastern Canada rep- 
resentative to the board of directors of the CAUCE (Canadian Association for 
University Continuing Education). 






Erin O’Rourke, who completed the Graduate Diploma in Administration 
(DIA) in 2001, has received the 2003 Victor C. Polley Award, given to an out- 
standing arts administrator in Ontario in the early stage of his/her career. The 
award is named after the first general manager of the Stratford Festival and 
St. Lawrence Centre in Toronto. Erin is the administrative co-ordinator at the 
Lorraine Kisma Theatre for Young People. 










Tailor Made, by recent communications graduate Mika Goodfriend, won the 
prize for Best Documentary in the 2003 Montreal Jewish Film Festival in May. 
Goodfriend’s film, which profiles local tuxedo tailor Tony Puncsak, will also 
be screened at the Canadian Film Centre's Worldwide Short Film Festival in 
Toronto, which takes place June 3-8. Graduating film production student 
Erin Laing was also selected to compete in the festival. Her entry, Presenting 
the Royals, is a quasi-mock documentary about a 1950s doo-wop group. 
Laing will intern this summer at Alkemi, a Los Angeles company that creates 
advertisements and trailers for the entertainment industry. 











The Department of Theological Studies took part in this year’s edition of Les 
Journées sociales du Québec, which was hosted by the Faculté de Théologie 
of the Université de Montreal. Concordia lecturer Marie-France Dion found 
herself organizing a musical production called A Dream to Share at the Gésu 
Theatre on May 2 that included movement, monologue, rap, singers and 
special effects. While many of the participants were showbiz neophytes, “we 
experienced the message of the production, that all of us, with our cultural 
and religious differences, created something new together.” 











Director of Marketing Communications Sandra Spina has been named to 
the Commission on Communications and Marketing for the Council for the 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). CASE is made up of more 
than 23,500 advancement professionals working in alumni relations, com- 
munications and development in 3,000 colleges, universities, and independ- 
ent elementary and secondary schools in the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
and 42 other countries. 


Congratulations to Cherine Zananiri, director of the Career Placement 
Centre at the John Molson School of Business. She won the 2003 MS 
Leadership Award from the Quebec division of the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
of Canada. The award honours business people who set an example of 
achievement and social commitment. 













The Distillery Art and Culture Centre opened in Toronto recently, and one of 
the first artists to exhibit was alumnus Frank Barry, MA 1968. 


Congratulations to graduate student Gary Chateram, who received a 
Jackie Robinson Scholarship when Montreal's black community held its 
annual awards ceremonies at a downtown hotel. 


William Curran, Director, Libraries, spoke in April at a Finding Our Future 
conference on succession planning. The conference, held in Ottawa at the 
Library and Archives of Canada, had the subtitle Facing the Challenges of 
Aging Workforce: Succession Planning Strategies for Libraries and 
Information Management Organizations. 
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in memoriam 


ampbell Perry, who was a 

member of the Department 
of Psychology for over 30 years 
and retired in 1996 at the rank of 
Emeritus Professor (the equiva- 
lent of the current Distinguished 
Emeritus Professor), died on 
May 15. 

After completing his PhD at 
the University of Sydney in his 
native Australia, Cam joined the 
psychology department at Sir 
George Williams University. Cam 
was interested in the nature of 
consciousness, especially with 
respect to the phenomenon of 
hypnosis. He was at the forefront 
of research on the effects of hyp- 
nosis on memory and on the use 
of hypnosis in forensic contexts. 

Cam was one of Concordia’s 
most productive scholars. 
During his career he published in 
such journals as Science and the 
Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology. There is no doubt 
that Cam was one of the world’s 
foremost authorities on the 
experimental study of hypnosis 
and its application to forensic 
issues. 

Cam deservedly received many 
honours and awards. The Social 
Science Citation Index shows 
that his hit rate is still strong. He 
was well known as a stimulating 
and effective supervisor. His stu- 
dents will never forget him. 

Cam's personality was distinct 
and memorable. On a good day, 
he was mildly irreverent; on a 
really good day, he was wildly 
irreverent. Cam was not known 


for his concern with fashion in 
any of its manifestations. He was 
sensitive and principled, perhaps 
overly so, In part, Cam's life was 
a gentle battle against cliché, 
pretension, officiousness and 
pomposity. His wit, his eye for 
irony, and his keen sense of 
humour enlivened many depart- 
ment and committee meetings. 

Cam was not the sort of pro- 
fessor who was routinely invited 
to meet with potential donors or 
with members of the board of 
governors. He was, however, 
sought out to participate in 
other contexts. He was a fre- 
quent keynote speaker at aca- 
demic conferences and he often 
served as a consultant in court- 
rooms. 

When the justices of the 
Supreme Court of Canada were 
re-evaluating the trial evidence 
used to initially convict David 
Milgard, they needed an expert 
to examine the testimony of wit- 
nesses who had been hypno- 
tized. They called Cam. When 
women and men who had been 
accused of heinous crimes by 
persons who had “recovered” 
lost memories of abuse (often 
under hypnosis), they called Cam 
to testify about whether such 
recollections could be possible. 
In these ways, and as a scholar, 
mentor and colleague, Cam 
made a difference. 

A memorial will be held for 
Cam by the department in the 
fall. 

-William M. Bukowski 


39 graduate fellowships 


ean of Graduate Studies 

Elizabeth Sacca 
announced at senate that 39 
students have received Quebec 
graduate fellowships. 

“The success rate at the 
SSHRC Fellowship competition 
continues at 50 per cent,” she 
reported. “The NSERC success 
rate has increased significantly, 





















spring convocation 2008 


Faculty of Arts & Science - Thursday, June 12, 10 a.m. 
Honorary doctorates: Neuroscientist and Nobel laureate Eric Kandel 
and neurobiologist Larry Swanson 


rocaty ot deleted Atos ae Badiatad v. 7 pm. 
Honorary doctorates: Gilles Ouimet, chairman of Pratt & Whitney Canada, 
' | and Tom Brzustowski, president Of NSERC 


John Molson School of Business” Frida, June 15, 9:30 am. 
Honorary doctorates: Investment counsellor Stephen A. Jarislowsky 
cn ee came est of Bombardier Aeresece 


Faaulty of Fine Arts - Friday, June 13, 3 p.m. 
Honorary doctorate: Actor/artistic director Richard Monette 


Ceremonies will take place in the Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier, Place des Arts. 


with 17 out of the 19 student 
dossiers submitted being award- 
ed fellowships. 

“An additional benefit of this 
increase is Concordia’s allot- 
ment of the number of dossiers 
that we can submit next year 
will increase, giving Concordia 
students a probability of even 
greater success.” 
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Changes in funding formula 
raise questions in Engineering 


BY Laurie ZACK 


he Faculty of Engineering 
| and Computer Science is 
grappling with the latest 
changes in the Education 
Ministry's funding formula, which 
severely devaluates funding to the 
entire computer science sector 
and changes the funding of mas- 
ters and PhD graduate programs. 
It means that the Faculty will have 
less money to work with and must 
seriously re-evaluate how it 
functions. 

Dean Nabil Esmail remarked, 
“Overall, based on this year's 
enrolment figures, a preliminary 
evaluation indicates a loss of $1.5 
to $2 million or 7 per cent of funds 
to our Faculty. It is not something 
that we can ignore. It means 
reassessing our priorities and per- 
haps adjusting the way we deliver 
programs.” 

The most recent changes pro- 
vide more funding for undergrad- 
uate programs in engineering but 
cut back significantly the funding 
for undergraduate programs in 
computer science. 

At the master’s level, funding in 
both engineering and computer 
science programs is reduced, but 
the latter quite drastically. 

PhD candidates in engineering 
get increased funding, while those 
in computer science face funding 
cuts, 

While recent enrolment figures 
show a continuing 30 to 40 per 
cent increase in the programs of 
Building, Engineering, Civil, 
Mechanical and Industrial Eng- 


ineering, there has been a drop in 
Computer Science enrolment. 
Overall, this may translate into a 
slight drop in enrolment in the 
Faculty after several years of phe- 
nomenal growth. This is another 
factor to consider in looking at 
planning and the allocation of 
resources. 

Some of the questions being 
raised: Should diploma courses be 
directed at expanding, high-fund- 
ed areas like software engineering 
rather than computer science? 
Should the emphasis be switched 
to more heavily funded PhD pro- 
grams rather than master’s? 

The budget squeeze also raises 
the issue of the total number of 
course offerings in the Faculty, the 
ratio of full-time to part-time fac- 
ulty members and class size. Given 
the present full-time faculty con- 
tingent of 132, only 61 per cent of 
the total 710 classroom courses 
can be covered at the moment. It 
would take another 90 faculty 
members to cover them all. Given 
the current level of FTEs, the aver- 
age number of students per full- 
time faculty member is just over 
30:1. More full-time faculty would 
be needed to achieve a ratio of 
24:1 to 20:1. 

The price paid for maintaining 
small class size has been raised in 
discussions at Faculty Council. 
Smaller classes mean more classes 
requiring more part-time teach- 
ers. Small classes theoretically 
provide quality teaching, but they 
reduce the ration of teaching done 
by full-time professors. Likewise, 
offering a wide variety of electives 


and graduate courses means a 
high number of teaching assign- 
ments with too few full-time fac- 
ulty members to teach them. 

At an executive academic plan- 
ning session in April, some broad 
guidelines were adopted to help 
deal with these issues. It was 
decided that a total FTE enrol- 
ment of not more than 4,100 and 
not less than 3,400 would be 
required to justify the target full- 
time faculty complement of 170 
professors. 

Lowering the ratio of part-time 
to full-time instruction was iden- 
tified as a high academic priority 
for the Faculty. The ratio of part- 
time instructors to total class- 
room instruction was targeted at 
between 40 and 20 per cent with a 
bias towards the 20 per cent ratio. 

The increase in the percentage 
of graduate FTEs from 21 to 22 per 
cent of all FTEs in the early 90s to 
31 per cent of the total now has 
had a positive effect on the aca- 
demic life and budget of the 
Faculty. It was recommended that 
total graduate enrolment be main- 
tained at the present level. 

Finally, it was decided the 
Faculty should consolidate both 
the undergraduate electives and 
graduate courses offered, and bal- 
ance individual faculty teaching 
loads taking into account classes 
with larger and smaller enrolment. 

“Planning is vital,” Esmail con- 
cluded, “but we have to be ready to 
ask the difficult questions and 
look at doing things differently if 
we are going to adapt to this new 
reality.” 


U de M rector to head CREPUQ 


obert Lacroix, the rector of 
the University de Montréal, 
has been elected president of 
CREPUQ, the association of 
Quebec universities (Conférence 


des receurs et des principaux 
des universités du Québec). 

He succeeds Pierre Lucier, 
president of the Université du 
Québec, who becomes a vice- 


Museum Day at Ellen Gallery 


he 17th edition of Montreal's 
Museum Day took place 
Sunday, May 25, and once again 
Concordia’s Leonard & Bina Ellen 
Art Gallery was on the itinerary. 
Activities at the gallery included 
walk-in tours of the current exhib- 
it, The Dress Show, throughout the 
day; a performance by Catherine 


Sylvain called Femme-Chute; a 
workshop called Dressed to Play, 
exploring identity through the use 
of costume and Polaroid. 

Museum Day invites Montrea- 
lers to visit their museums, large 
and small, free of charge, in an 
effort to raise awareness of the 
city’s cultural institutions. 


On sabbatical in Europe? Want to go on exchange? 


Academics in Europe have built a Web site that provides them with 
ideas on speakers at conferences and contacts for exchanges. If you 
are planning to spend some time in Europe, it could be useful. 


Go to www.sigu7,jussieu.fr/quebec/ccifqprofqueb.php. 
The following is a site for scholars particularly interested in Quebec: 
www.sigu7.jussieu.fr/quebec/ccifqchercheurs.php. 





president, along with Concordia 
rector Frederick Lowy. Janyne 
Hodder, principal of Bishop's 
University will be secretary- 
treasurer. 
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Online grades, VoIP phones 
increase campus IT quotient 


BY ANNE-MARIE CURATOLO, 
COMMUNICATIONS, INSTRUC- 
TIONAL AND INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 


ver 93,000 grades were 
(smite electronically 

for the winter semester, 
marking a huge success in the 
university's online grading sys- 
tem. 

The Office of the Registrar, 
which previously received a hard 
copy of all grades, accessed the 
information online via the Faculty 
and Course Management System 
(FCMS), as did faculty and stu- 
dents. 

The IITS Training and Develop- 
ment Group (Roger Kenner, 
Maggie Lattuca and Cheryl 
Mackenzie) held information ses- 
sions geared to each department 
and met with departmental 
administrators to provide one-on- 
one instruction. They also pre- 
pared a handout of step-by-step 
instructions. Faculty requiring 
additional instruction visited IITS 
for help. 

A seven-member support team 
was available to provide seven- 
day-a-week assistance. [ITS 
Executive Director Andrew 
McAusland said, “The internal 
support provided was tremen- 
dous and helped the project pro- 
ceed smoothly.” 

The development of online 
grading at the university began in 
the summer of 2001 under Tuan 
Mai, project leader, IITS. 

Not only does FCMS allow fac- 
ulty and staff to verify how many 
grades have been entered, but it 
also indicates how many grades 
are left to come in. Courses with 


ContEd signs 
contract 


n early May 2001, the Centre for 

Continuing Education and its 
instructors’ union, CUCEPTFU, 
began work on a third collective 
agreement. 

By mutual agreement, interest- 
based bargaining was used. Before 
sitting down at the table, both 
sides sent their negotiating teams 
for a two-day training session with 
the Quebec Ministry of Labour. 

With the signing on June 2, the 
Centre becomes the first depart- 
ment at Concordia University to 
have successfully implemented 
interest-based bargaining. The 
approach is intended to be less 
adversarial and allows both sides 
to explore issues through areas of 
common interest rather than posi- 
tional perspectives. 

For a photo of the signing, visit 
CTR’ Web site at pr.concordia.ca/ctr. 


missing grades are highlighted, 
and one click of the mouse allows 
departmental chairs or adminis- 
trators to send an e-mail request- 
ing the overdue marks. 

The FCMS provides the average, 
maximum, and minimum GPA for 
the class, as well as the percentage 
of failure. Bar graphs display the 
number of students who obtained 
each grade These statistics can be 
used for comparative purposes, 
such as comparing the class aver- 
age of a course this term to the 
same course last term. 


VoIPs installed 

Concordia University’s innova- 
tive new telecommunications sys- 
tem is well underway, with close 
to 1,200 Voice-over IP (VoIP) 
phones fully installed and func- 
tional. 

The Cisco phones are currently 
being deployed in the GM build- 
ing and are already functional in 
Visual Arts (VA), Faubourg Tower 
(FB), Library (LB), and Bishop 
Court (BC). Employees in these 
buildings have two phones until 
their old Centrex phones are 
taken away after cut-over, which 
is expected to take place at the 
end of June. The ER, Hall (H), S, 
CI, and M buildings, as well as 
Loyola campus, will also be receiv- 
ing their phones this month. 

Internal and external calls can 
be made with the new VoIP 
phones, but outside calls cannot 
be received until the cut-over. 

“Don't worry if you receive a 
busy signal,” said Mike Babin, 
assistant director, development 
and support, IITS. “We haven't 
completed connections to the 
outside world.” He encourages 


employees to simply dial again. 

Features available after cut-over 
include long-distance calling, as 
well as receiving voice-mail (for 
those who previously had access). 
Messages, however, can still be 
left on the Centrex phones. All 
outside callers can begin dialing 
our new main number (848-2424) 
at cut-over. 

To ensure a smooth transition, 
all disconnected Centrex num- 
bers will be referred to the main 
number for one year. Placing an 
internal call will remain the same: 
simply dial the person's extension. 

Frances Weller, _ Telesis 
Manager, said that all department 
co-ordinators are being provided 
with training from Bell Canada. 
The co-ordinators act as liaison 
between their departments and 
IITS. Their names will be included 
along with the telephone instruc- 
tions. 

Claude Drapeau, telecommuni- 
cations consultant, IITS, encour- 
ages feedback from all faculty and 
staff via the Web site. He also 
reminds employees not to worry if 
they have not received their 
phone, as a new jack or cable may 
need to be installed. “Talk to your 
department co-ordinator if you're 
unsure about what's going on with 
your new phone.” 

Babin also noted that all com- 
puters should be shut down 
before cables are tested and 
phones are installed. Notices are 
handed out to all department co- 
ordinators before the phones are 
deployed. 


For more information, call 848- 
4997. For any problems, call 848- 
7613 or 848-7600. 


Theology grads launch journal 


raduate students in the 

Department of Theological 
Studies launched a journal 
called Word in the World with 
a celebratory reception on 
June 2. 

There are nine articles in in 
this first issue, which uses as 
its artistic motif the huge out- 
door sculpture familiar to any- 
one who knows the Loyola 
Campus, Transcendence (seen at 
right). 

The journal is the work of 
four graduate students, Russell 
C. Baker, Alzira Cooper, Sara 
Terreault and David Maurice. 
It includes a little academic 
humour and paid advertising 
from friends and well-wishers. 
Copies may be bought from the 
Department for $20. 

The reception on Monday 
evening also launched the 
Lonergan Centre for Ethical 
Reflection, which will provide a 


focus for studies and projects 
on contemporary ethical 
issues. 

As Dr. Christine Jamieson 
explained, a number of scholars in 
the department are well grounded 
in the thought of Bernard 
Lonergan, S.J., which provides a 
methodological framework for 
such studies. 

“We have the support of 
Concordia University through 
physical space to house the 
centre and we have acquired 
the Lonergan University College 
library and archives,” she said. 

“Before hearing the news 
about the [probable] closing of 
Lonergan University College, 
we thought we might somehow 
network with the College,” she 
said. 

Now, “there is an underlying 
imperative to keep Lonergan’s 
presence alive at Loyola.” 


Sculpture transcends 
campus makeover 


BY MELANIE TAKEFMAN 


i ese construction of the 
Science Complex began in 
2001, the sculpture that watched 
over the Loyola campus from the 
corner of Sherbrooke and West 
Broadway, had to be moved. 

Transcendence, by Walter 
Fiihrer, was commissioned by the 
House of Seagram for the Expo 67 
world fair and was donated to 
Loyola College in 1968, The 24- 
foot stainless steel structure rep- 
resents man and space travel; the 
brass ball in the centre is a motor- 
ized globe. 

Over the years, Transcendence 
became decrepit; it was full of 
graffiti and assumed a blue and 
rusty hue. Enter Claude 
Lamarche of Concordia’s Science 
Technical Centre. “We had to 
scrap it or restore it,’ Lamarche 
said. “I felt ashamed to leave a 
nice piece of art unattended.” 

Vice-Rector Services Michael 
Di Grappa agreed to pay for mate- 
rials, and Lamarche spent 14 days 
of his 2002 summer vacation 
refilling holes with metal, sand- 
blasting the sculpture and replac- 
ing the motorized globe. He was 
assisted by studio arts graduate 
Gary Cherkas. 

Transcendence now sits in front 
of Hingston Hall. “It’s as beautiful 
as it was at Expo 67,” Lamarche 
said. 

He hopes that Concordia’s 
Physical Resources Department 
and students will help preserve 
the restored sculpture, and added 


that people have been placing 
pieces of wood in the motorized 
globe, causing it to stop working. 

Walter Fiihrer was born in 
Zurich, and started out as a 
painter. In 1955, he moved to 
Montreal and taught himself 
how to sculpt, often finding 
inspiration in garbage left on the 
street. Fiihrer’s work has been 
exhibited in the National Gallery 
of Canada and the Musée Rodin 
in Paris, and is part of the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts’ 
permanent collection. 

He was considered a reserved 
man by the media and those who 
knew him and spent much of his 
time at the family country home 
outside of Montreal. He died in 
1996, but his wife Edith visited 
the statue in its new location with 
their son Philippe in January. She 
passed away shortly thereafter. 

On a_ recent visit to 
Transcendence, Philippe Fuhrer 
admitted that he knows little 
about the sculpture’s themes 
and how it was received, given 
that he was born several months 
after Expo 67. He works in the 
public sales division of Cirque 
du Soleil and laughed as he 
explained that though he is not 
an artist, he is more artistic 
than his job requires. 

Gazing at the restored sculp- 
ture, he said, “I find it a little rigid, 
too stern. I prefer curves, but with 
the trees, it’s nice. If it was alone 
without anything rising above it, 
it would be too imposing, but, 
this way, it’s more discreet.” 





The sculptor’s son, Philippe Fuhrer, poses in front of Transcendence during 
a recent visit to the Loyola Campus. 
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Zal Karkaria has a global perspective 


ike many grad students, Zal 
Karkaria had difficulty com- 
ing up with a thesis topic. The 
history master’s student was 
interested in genocide studies, 
but he also wanted to work in 
the country he studied. Bosnia 
was still unstable; an internship 
in Somalia was unlikely. 
Cambodia, however, seemed 
possible. With the help of histo- 
ry professor Frank Chalk, 


Karkaria landed a three- 
month internship with the 
Documentation Centre of 


Cambodia in Phnom Penh last 
summer and spent his time 
researching the atrocities of the 


| * asa Tsifourdaris, known 
as Toula to her friends, care- 
fully inspects the airplane every 
time she flies. She examines the 
flaps, scrutinizes the engine, and 
checks the wings. It’s not for fear 
of flying, though. Tsifourdaris is 
an aerodynamicist, a mechanical 
engineering PhD student with a 
penchant for planes. 

While growing up in Greece, 
Tsifourdaris debated between a 
future career as a lawyer or an 
engineer. She chose the latter and 
moved halfway across the world 
to the aerospace capital — 
Montreal. 

Since then, she has completed 
both her BEng and PhD at 
Concordia where she specialized 
in fluid dynamics. Tsifourdaris 
studied the radial flow between 
two parallel discs and made 
enough of an impression on the 
elite aerospace firm of Pratt & 
Whitney Canada that she was 
hired last year. 

“It’s one of the greatest techno- 
logical companies in the world,” 
said Tsifourdaris. “I’m proud to be 
there.” 

When she was hired, the compa- 
ny placed Tsifourdaris on the aero- 
dynamic design team and she was 
given the responsibility of design- 
ing a vane on a new turbine 


Khmer Rouge. A month into the 
internship, his thesis topic sud- 
denly came together: the failure 
of the Khmer Rouge’s policy on 
women. 

Karkaria spent the next six 
weeks interviewing 24 women in 
a nearby village recruited as 
combatants by the Khmer Rouge, 
had deserted, and had been 
arrested. 

It wasn’t quite the research he 
had expected to do. “When I 
went there, I was more interested 
in political events, but my topic 
boiled down to how it affected 
the people. It became social 
research.” 





engine. It was [i= 
a great hon- | 
our, but not 
without its 
share of | 
stress. 

Both _ her 
dissertation | 
and the final | 
design for the | 
turbine com- | 
ponent were | 
due the same | 
week, which 
made for long | 
hours and lit- 
tle rest. 

However, 
with —_long- 
distance sup- 
port from her 
parents and 
the guidance 
of her supervi- 
sors, Georgios 
Vatistas and 
Wahid Ghaly, 
she got 
through her 
winter work- 


load, earned her PhD and is look- 


ing forward to taking on the chal- 
lenges of her new job. 

“There's always so much to 
learn,” she said. “I love being part 
of this industry.” She is going 
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Political machinations have 
always interested Karkaria. Next 
September, he will be leaving aca- 
demia behind to enter Canada’s 
foreign service as a visa officer. 
He had hoped to work on policy 
but, once again, he finds that he 
will be more involved with the 
local population than he 
thought. 

“The position will allow me to 
be face-to-face with people,” he 
said. “Having interactions with 
the people will be really interest- 
ing but much more stressful than 
sitting behind a desk in an office 
all day.” 

While he waits for his posting to 
begin, Karkaria will 
be heading back to 
Cambodia to act as 
an election monitor 
this summer. After 
that, the travelling 
aficionado and 
news junkie hopes 
that his new job, 
and all those after 
it, will send him off 
to exotic places 
around the globe. 

“I'm very inter- 
ested in working 
in foreign offices,” 
he said. “I guess 
I'll always have an 
international per- 
spective.” 


- Scott McRae 


back to Greece this summer to 


visit her parents and give a 
paper based on her thesis at a 
conference. 


- Scott McRae 
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FIERY WELCOME: Graduating art students get ready for their end-of- 
year show, opening this weekend in the lobby of The Gazette at 245 
St. Jacques St. W. Left to right are Stephanie Prest, Elisabeth Hazell, 
both majors in Studio Arts, and Nadia Mazzone, a major in Art 
Education. The artwork, by Hazell, is called Fiery Welcome, and is 
made with fibre-reactive dyes and opaque pigments on mercerized 
cotton. The Graduating Students Exhibition will wind up in style June 
13, the day of Fine Arts Convocation, with a cocktail party. 





lan Nataf: Exercise science 
leads to medical school 


€6When I was kid, I 

wanted to be an 
architect,” said Ian 
Nataf. “It’s always 
been a passion of 
mine.” Somewhere 
along the way from 
Lego to taxes, that 
ambition changed, 
and he decided hed 
rather follow in his 
father’s footsteps 
and become a doc- 
tor. “I wanted the 
challenge — I think 
it’s a noble profes- 
sion.” 

To achieve his 
goal, Nataf enrolled 
as an independent: 
studies student at 
Concordia _ three 
years ago, trans- 
ferred into chem- 
istry and finally into 
exercise science. 
“It’s a good launch- 
ing pad for medi- 
cine,’ he said. “It gives you a real- 
ly strong background in anato- 
my.” 

The program was also a good 
place to make friends. “Exercise 
science is very fraternal,” he said. 
“They've got a lot of spirit.” 

Nataf welcomed the opportuni- 
ty to form friendships, for he had 
fallen out of sync with his peer 
group when he abandoned 
CEGEP to begin his military serv- 
ice in Israel. He left Canada hop- 
ing to join the air force. Instead, 
he spent his time with a unit in 





Ramallah performing routine 
checks and patrols, a time in 
which he learned much about 
himself and even more about dis- 


cipline. 

Nataf credits this military dis- 
cipline for his academic success 
and high GPA. He hopes it will be 
enough to get him into medical 
school at the Université de 
Montréal next year. If not, he's 
also applied for the architecture 
program. Just in case. 


- Scott McRae 
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ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS EXCEL ACADEMICALLY: At spring convocation, Victor Aldea will receive the Phoivos 
Ziogas Medal for Electrical Engineering as well as the Chait Medal, and Shiyan Hu, the Computer Engineering 
Medal. Both students said that their undergraduate careers at Concordia were marked by “hard work.” Aldea 
will begin a master’s degree in electrical engineering at McGill this fall. Hu, who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in medicine in her native China, will pursue a master’s degree in biomedicine. 





TV veteran Christian Johnson refreshed 
his journalistic skills at Concordia 


t 56, Johnson was the eldest 

of 22 students in the 12- 
month graduate diploma in jour- 
nalism program, and by far the 
most experienced journalist. He 
had his own five-hour TV pro- 
gram, The Christian Johnson 
Show, every Saturday night for 20 
years in Ecuador, and worked for 
United Pictures International in 
Miami, flying around the world, 
meeting movie stars. 

How did he wind up at 
Concordia? “I was about to 
become a dinosaur, a famous old 
figure from TV,” he said candid- 
ly. “I wanted to get acquainted 
with new technologies, learn the 
_ formal aspects of journalism, 

and get a Canadian degree.” 

Hed been here in the 1960s, at 
what was then Sir George 
Williams University. His father 
brought the family to Canada 
when he was 18. 

He studied communications, 
but passed only five courses in 
three years. “I was having too 
much fun,” he recalled with a 
roguish grin. “Womanizing, 
going to parties, driving a diplo- 
mat'’s car.” 

His mediocre marks didn't 
stand in the way of a successful 
career in South America, a 
career that at its peak earned 
him a five-figure monthly salary, 
but he knew that to achieve the 
same success in Canada, he had 
to start all over again. 


How did he feel going back to 
school with a bunch of 20-some- 
things? “There were certain 
moments when I really felt out of 
place,” he admitted. 

He divided his time as best he 
could between his family (wife 
and six-year-old son) and the 
huge course workload. When he 
wasn't writing articles late into 
the night, he was working as a 
chef, a chauffeur, a film extra, 
and a columnist in a local 
Spanish-language newspaper. 

He took particular pride in his 
final-term documentary, a 41- 
minute piece about an 
Ecuadorian jungle doctor who is 
on house arrest on an Ontario 
farm following the death of a 
woman during a healing ceremo- 


ny. Black Jaguar, White Jungle has 
aroused the interest of a number 
of television producers, includ- 
ing the CBC. 

Johnson is passionate about 
exploring anthropological issues 
through journalism. His own 
experience trying to regain in 
Canada the status he enjoyed in 
Latin America gives him insight 
into the problems facing other 
newcomers, particularly Latinos. 

“There are people here in 
Montreal who come from all over 
the world. They all have a story 
to tell about how they try to live 
up to Canadian expectations, 
and about how they see their 
own culture evaporating.” 


- Clare Byrne 





Alina Andreevskaia juggled 
research and family duties 


at do software agents and 
Russian morphology have in 
common? They both fall into 
the broad scope of Alina 
Andreevskaia's academic portfolio. 

The computer science student 
recently defended her master’s the- 
sis on the design of a program to 
personalize e-commerce Web sites. 
This summer, she will begin a PhD 
in natural language processing, a 
discipline that uses computers to 
understand and 
analyze human lan- 
guage. With this 
topic, Andreevskaia 
will combine her 
two areas of expert- 
ise. 

She studied 
applied linguistics 
in her native 
Russia. After mov- 
ing to Montreal six 
years ago, she com- 
pleted a graduate 
diploma in com- 
puter science at 
Concordia. 

The architecture 
that Andreevskaia 
proposed in her 
master's _ thesis 
allows electronic 
businesses to gauge 
a consumer's tastes a 
dynamically, or continuously, by 
tracking a user's choices over 
numerous sessions instead of bas- 
ing them on their first visit. 

She said that the design is best- 
suited for customer relations 
management in small e-enterpris- 
es who want to maintain a loyal 
clientele. When you go to Wal- 
Mart, you don’t expect personal 
service. However, “when you go to 
the corner store every couple of 
days, you hope that they'll 
remember you and know what 
you're looking for.” The same holds 
true for electronic businesses. 

For the past four years, 


Andreevskaia has balanced her 
academic career with raising her 
four year-old daughter, Erica. She 
recalled how her husband, who 
worked during the day, would bring 
Erica to her night classes for breast- 
feeding. 

Nevertheless, | Andreevskaia 
received several grants and scholar- 
ships, including a Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC) scholarship, and has had 


several papers published. Her grad- 
uate supervisor, Thiruvengadam 
Radhakrishnan, said that her 
dedication is responsible for 
her success. “Whatever she 
undertakes, she puts all of her 
effort into it.” 

Once she has completed her 
PhD, Andreevskaia hopes to 
remain in the academic environ- 
ment as a professor. If she follows 
her dream, she will represent the 
fourth generation in her family to 
teach at the university level. “It’s a 
family tradition,” she said. 


- Melanie Takefman 


Nathalie Lachance wins 
Silver Medal for highest GPA 


athalie Lachance, who has the 

highest grade-point average of 
all the spring 2003 graduates (4.28), 
wants you to know that Honours 
German is fun. 

“Make sure you say that, 
because people think, Oh, 
German, intensity, seriousness, 
but honestly, it was a lot of fun,” 
Lachance said, “especially with 
my mentor, Professor Helmut 
Famira. You wouldn't think a 70- 
year-old professor would get 
down on his knees to recite poet- 
ry in class, but he was unbeliev- 
able, so inspiring.” 

Lachance thinks one key to her 
brilliant academic success is that 
for a decade, she was out in the 


“real world,” working for a living. 

“I was in sales in the food indus- 
try, selling dead fish in a can,” she 
deadpanned. “Then I married a 
man whose grandparents were 
German Mennonites. I thought it 
was such an interesting culture. At 
first, 1 took German part-time at 
night, and that's how I came to 
Concordia, but never regretted it.” 

She had just come back from 
Halifax, where, as a new member, 
she attended meetings of the 
Canadian Association of University 
Teachers of German. 

Since January, Lachance has 
been doing her MA at McGill, spe- 
cializing in the work of Thomas 
Mann. 
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Manon Daisomont’s son 
fuelled her ambition 


MM: Daisomont, 
an honours psy- 
chology graduate, is one 
of 20 people who has 
been accepted into 
McGill's speech therapy 
program. She hopes to 
work in the school system 
as a speech therapist. 

“I've always liked work- 
ing with languages,” she 
said, “but I always 
thought I'd have to be an 
interpreter to do so.” 
When her son was diag- 
nosed with Down's syn- 
drome, Daisomont got to 
see an entirely different 
side of language work: 
speech therapy. The more 
sessions she and her child 
attended at hospitals, pri- 
vate practices and 
schools, the more fascinated she 
became. 

“I grew up perfectly bilingual 
and never thought much about 
knowing two languages,” she said. 
“Watching my son struggling 
with one language, I realized that 
there really is a science to this.” 

She received little encourage- 
ment from the first universities 
she called. Then she called 
Concordia. “The support was 
incredible,” she said. “Every time I 
had an obstacle, Brigeen [Badour, 
Mature Student Advisor] had a 
solution.” 

Since Concordia does not have 
a speech therapy program, 
Badour recommended taking a 
psychology degree as a precursor 
to a master’s at another universi- 
ty. Daisomont agreed. She quit 
the computer and finance-related 





job she had held for 17 years, and 
started a daily commute to 
Concordia from the Eastern 
Townships. 

She found the transition to 
school hard and lonely. “That first 
September, I took a stats course. I 
can remember walking in and 
thinking, there's no one in this 
room more than 21 years old.” 

Since then, Daisomont has 
bonded with her fellow students 
and professors, especially this last 
year, when the rigours and inti- 
macy of the honours psychology 
program forged the 14 students 
into a tight, supportive group. 

“I'm really sad to be leaving 
Concordia,” she said. “I'll miss the 
personal aspect, but I’m excited 
about this coming year.” 


- Scott McRae 


Cristina Juristo won top 
co-op translation award 





Cc Juristo had 10 years of 
experience as an administra- 
tive assistant in Montreal and her 
native Spain when she applied to 
Concordia’ translation program 
in 1999, Because she scored high 
in her entrance exam, she was 
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also admitted to the co-op pro- 
gram, which allows students to 
alternate studying with career- 
related work terms. 

Four years later, Juristo has 
been awarded the Mary-Coppin 
Award from OTTIAQ (the Ordre 
des Traducteurs, Terminologues 
et Interprétes aggrées du 
Québec). This prize is presented 
annually to the best graduating 
translation student in Quebec. 

University-level _ translation 
programs are offered at five 
Quebec universities — McGill, 
Laval, Université de Montréal and 
Université de Québec’ en 
Outaouais. For the award, only 
one candidate is submitted from 
each university. 

With her good marks and suc- 
cess in difficult work terms, 
Cristina was in every way the 
ideal candidate. Employers have 
commented on the excellence of 
her syntax, her rich vocabulary 


Linguist Anna Sheftel is going to Oxford 


wre Anna Sheftel came to 
university, she knew she 


wanted to work with language, cul- 
ture and people. She took on an 
honours linguistic program, then 
spread her energies — as a teach- 
ing assistant, working at a center 
for mentally disabled adults, work- 
ing at two women’s shelters and, dur- 
ing her summer breaks, travelling. 

She didn’t want just to backpack. 
She felt that backpacking was a 
superficial form of travel, so 
instead she volunteered with aid 
agencies and helped disabled chil- 
dren in Yorkshire and France, 
taught in Hungary and in a Thai 
jungle and, in the process, learned 
several languages. 

Since she enjoys both the intel- 
lectual challenge of school and the 
hands-on experience of social 
work, she debated whether to pur- 
sue her practical or theoretical 
interests after graduation. She 
opted to combine the two. Next 


year she will take a 
master's in refugee 
studies at Oxford, one 
of three universities 
in the world that offer 
such a program, and 
will specialize in 
Eastern Europe. 

It’s a big switch 
from linguistics, she 
explained, but a natu- 
ral one for her. “While 
I was travelling in 
Eastern Europe, I 
really got interested 
in the Roma people,” 
she said. “I was disgusted by what 
they are put through. They're the 
last lepers.” 

Although she admires Montreal's 
multiculturalism, especially after 
seeing terrible examples of segre- 
gation while abroad, she finds 
helping immigrants and social 
work in Quebec frustrating. 
“There's lack of money and lack of 





support. It makes me want to work 
at a higher level.” 

She may well do so, though her 
future career is uncharted. 
Non-governmental organizations? 
Academia? The UN? Any of these is 
possible, but right now she's 
focused on the next step, Oxford. 


- Scott McRae 


Christina Hétu’s BA is a personal triumph 


n the spring of 2000, Christina 

Hétu was poised to graduate 
with a bachelor of arts in econom- 
ics. She and her brother Edmond 
Jr, who graduated from Concordia 
at the same time, even had photos 
taken in caps and gowns. 

However, flu-like symptoms pre- 
vented her from writing her final 
exams. Several months later, a 
biopsy revealed a tumour in her 
chest. After three exhausting years, 
Hétu will have her BA in hand next 
week at spring convocation. 

“When I start something, I want 
to finish it,” Hétu said, flanked by 
her parents. 

Hétu, now wearing her wavy 
dark hair tied back, said that her 
parents inspired her to persevere. 
Father Edmond Sr. retired early to 
care for her and the lives of mother 
Lena and Edmond Jr. revolved 
around her A practising Catholic, 
she also found solace in her faith. 

Before falling ill, Hétu had volun- 
teered in several local hospitals. In 
the past three years, she got to 
know hospitals from a patient's 
perspective. She attempted to 
complete her two missing courses 
during a period of remission in 
2001, but the cancer returned. The 
illness made her drowsy and she 
had_ difficulty concentrating. 
Subsequently, she endured the 
strongest treatment yet and lost 
her hair. 

She passed her two final courses 
in the 2003 winter semester, a feat 


and the quality of her research. 


Mary Coppin, a translator who 
gave the money for the prize, will 
present the award at the fall con- 
vocation ceremony, because 
Cristina had already made 
arrangements to travel and could 
not attend her graduation cere- 
mony in June. 

- Sabrina Crespi 


that she said was facilitated by her 
professors and the staff in the 
Economics Department and the 
Faculty of Arts and Science. 

Professor Frank Miiller taught 
Hétu Advanced Environmental 
Economics last semester. Miiller 
said that he was touched by Hétu’s 
determination, especially because 
many of his students are apathetic 
towards their studies. 

Now in remission, Hétu focuses 
on what was gained. “I tried not to 
dwell on [the illness], but to used it 
to make me stronger,’ she said. 

Hétu is currently applying for 
jobs as an economics researcher or 
editor. She talked excitedly about 
beginning salsa lessons, painting 
and getting her driver's license. She 
also hopes to start a private coun- 





selling service on the side. 

Her enthusiasm is remarkable 
given that her prognosis is poor. 
“There are so many things that I 
want to do that there's not enough 
time,” she said. “I have to focus on 
one thing at a time.” 

- Melanie Takefman 


MISSION TO BELIZE: As soon as their exams were over, Edward Joseph 
(left) and Kristopher Gibbs (right) went with 10 other students from 
Concordia and McGill on a Christian mission to Belize. The small 
Central American country is still feeling the effects of Hurricane Iris, 
which left 15,000 people homeless in October 2001. 

While they were there, the students did some manual relief work, and 
provided spiritual support for residents, including young people. 


- Dahlia Liwsze 





Convocation awards 


Governor-General’s Silver Medal ‘Nathalie Lachance 
Birks Medal, for BA Nathalie Lachance 
Anne Stokes Medal, for BEd Julie O'Reilly 


Mappin Medal, for BSc, Cheyen Quiach 
Administration Medal. Valerie Millette 
Charles E, Frosst Medal; Panagiotis 


for BCom Giakoumatos 


Chait Medal, for BEng Victor Stefan Aldea 
Computer Science Medal Mamta Patel 
Alfred Pinsky Medal, for BFA Dawit Petros 


Special prizes: 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Award Onyenyechukwu 


Malone Medal Riccardo Filippone 
O’Brien Medal Anna Sheftel 
Stanley G. French Medal: Alexandrine 





Boudreault-Fournier 


Politics inspired JMSB’s Seanna Miller 


usiness students don’t usually 

take much interest in student 
politics — they’re focused on 
their aspirations in the world 
beyond the campus — but it was 
a political protest that turned 
Seanna Miller from a convention- 
al student into an exceptional 
one. 

“My first six months at school, I 
did nothing. It wasn't a time I 
want to remember,” she recalled. 
However, when activists in the 
Concordia Student Union sabo- 
taged a job fair organized by the 
business students, Miller got 
mad. 

Along with others in CASA, the 
John Molson School of Business 
students association, she roused 
her fellow students to protest 
against the union's anti-business 
stance. She got deeply involved in 
CASA, and in this, her final year, 
she represented the JMSB on the 
CSU council, where she often 
found herself having to defend a 
minority viewpoint. 

Her path to university wasn't 
smooth. Miller grew up in Guelph, 
Ont., and was in a molecular 
biology and genetics program 
there when her father died. 
Disheartened, she dropped out, 


and spent the 
next two years 
in a variety of 
short-term 
jobs _ before 
enrolling at | 
Concordia. 

Getting in- 
volved in the 
School's many 
competitive 
and charitable | 
activities }© 
made all the 
difference to | 
her success | 
as a student. 
Articulate and 
poised, she 
impressed 
executives at 
the huge health care conglomerate 
Johnson and Johnson, who were 
about to launch their Information 
Management Leadership Develop- 
ment Program in Canada, 
and had contacted JMSB’s 
Career Placement Service for 
candidates. 

The company was looking for 
freshly minted graduates in man- 
agement information systems, 
like Miller, but they were espe- 
cially impressed with her “soft 





skills,” her leadership experience 
and ability to deal with people. 

As a result, she was one of only 
three young Canadians hired by 
Johnson and Johnson for this 
program, which provides place- 
ments in three key health care 
companies under the J & J 
umbrella. Coincidentally, her 
first placement will be in Guelph, 
where she grew up. 


- Barbara Black 


Laura MacDonald took an alternative path to art history success 








aura MacDonald, who is grad- 
ting this spring with her BFA 

in art history, began to develop her 
ideas and passion for art when she 
was 17 and attending Dawson 
College's New School, a student- 
run humanistic alternative school 
that was ideal for someone who 
was “basically a geek and not fit- 


< ting into the system.” 


The New School introduced 


= MacDonald to new ideas and 


expanded her social network. Her 


friends and mentors included 
“everyone from punk-rock radicals 
to the very straitlaced, and a 
teacher who was in the Peace 
Corp.” 

She was so inspired by the 
school that once she began her 
BFA at Concordia, she returned to 
the New School to teach art histo- 
ry classes to students roughly her 
own age. Working an extra five to 
25 hours a week simply fed her 
enthusiasm and her resolve to 


Alexandra Guerson de Oliveira excels at Iberian history 


lexandra Guerson de Oliveira 
ad no doubts about grad 
school. She knew where she want- 
ed to study, what she wanted to 
study and who she wanted to 
study with. She secured an advisor 
at the University of Toronto and 
narrowed down a research topic. 
Everything was set — except that 
she hadn't applied yet. 

It never occurred to de Oliveira, 
an honours history student who 
projects an aura of quiet confi- 
dence, that she might be rejected, 
and she wasn't. The University of 
Toronto awarded her a full doctor- 
al fellowship to pursue a PhD in 
history. 

Her doctoral work will focus on 
15th-century Iberia (what we 
know as Spain and Portugal) and 
the Jewish-Muslim-Christian rela- 
tions, a subject that has been 
poorly explored, partly because of 
language requirements. A scholar 


would need to be fluent in 
Portuguese, Spanish, Catalan, 
Arabic, Hebrew and Latin to do 
justice to the literature. 

Oliveira, a lover of language, 
feels up to the challenge. “It’s like 
detective work,” she said. “It’s like 
putting a puzzle together. That's 
what attracts me to professional 
history — it’s the challenge.” 

Her area of interest has slowly 
migrated south. She came to 
Concordia fascinated by medieval 
England. By the time of her under- 
graduate thesis she was writing on 
heresy in 13th-century southern 
France, a research topic which 
took her to New York on scholar- 
ship to study the Latin court 
records of the Albigensian 
Crusade and eventually won her 
the David Fox Thesis Prize. Now 
she hopes for a career researching 
medieval Iberia. 

Her route to professional histo- 


ry began accidentally. While she 
was completing a law degree in 
her native Brazil she met a 
Canadian over the Internet, a man 
who eventually became her hus- 
band. When she visited him six 
years ago she took a course in 
English as a second language in 
which she had to give a 15-minute 
presentation on the book The 
Children of Henry VIII. It turned 
into an hour-long lecture, and de 
Oliveira knew she wanted to 
become a history professor. 

When she’s not busy with her 
research, Oliveira races dragon 
boats and heads the Students of 
History Association, which pub- 
lished its first peer-reviewed jour- 
nal this year. This balanced 
approach to academic excellence 
and university life won her the 
History Department's O’Con- 
nor/O’Hearn Award. 

- Scott McRae 





bring her teaching gifts, or “edu- 
cation facilitating,” as she 
would put it, back to the New 
School once she completes her 
master's. 

“In teaching,” she said, “the 
goal is to be invisible,’ but as the 
sixth best performance artist in 
Montreal this year, according to 
a poll for The Mirror, she has 
been far from that. 

With a GPA of 4.0, she has 
been awarded an FQRSC grant 
of $15,000 a year to finance her 
master's degree in art history at 
the University of British 
Columbia. (Quebec's Fonds 
Québécois de la Recherche sur 
la Société et la Culture gives the 
grant to students who show 
great research _ potential.) 
MacDonald chose to go west 
rather than overseas or to the 
States on the advice of her 
Concordia professors. 

Her choice of a thesis topic 
goes back to when she was a 
student at the New School: 
exploration of gender, sexuality 
and body image. Her thesis will 
be focused on “artists who 
destroy the image of the beauti- 
ful, healthy body.” 

She added, “I think Concordia 
helped me to find foundations 
for things I felt instinctively. It 
gave me the tools that I needed 
to be able to understand and 
explore things on a deeper 
level.” 


- Susan Font 
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Promoted to Full Professor, 
effective June 1, 2003: 


Fuller versions of these biograph- 
ical sketches are available on CTR 
on the Web, at pr.concordia.ca/ctr. 


Faculty of Arts 
and Science 


Sally Cole 
Sociology and Anthropology 


ally Cole is the author of 

Women of the Praia: Work and 
Lives in a Portuguese Coastal 
Community (1991), a feminist 
ethnography based on field 
research on gender and rural 
development in northern 
Portugal, and of Ruth Landes: A 
Life in Anthropology. She is co- 
investigator in an ongoing $3-mil- 
lion SSHRCC research program 
“Globalization, Technological 


Revolutions and Education.” 





Marcel Danis 
Political Science 


A; Concordia’s Vice-Rector 
nstitutional Relations and 
Secretary-General, Danis has 
overseen the university's Building 
Fund Campaign. He spent nearly 
10 years as member of Parliament 
for the Montreal-area riding of 
Verchéres, and held a number of 
important posts, including Dep- 
uty House Leader and Deputy 
Speaker. Throughout his time in 
federal politics, he continued to 
teach undergraduate courses at 
Concordia in Canadian public 
law. 
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Mary Di Michele 
English 


A internationally recognized 
uthor and poet whose work 
has been the subject of five grad- 
uate theses, Mary di Michele has 
written 10 books, including two 
novels: Under My Skin, published 
in 1994, and the forthcoming 
Singing Lessons. Her poetry has 
appeared in over 20 anthologies 


and been translated into Chinese, 

Dutch, French, Italian and 

Spanish. 

Robert Kilgour 

Exercise Science 

| © Sinecie Kilgour is Vice-Dean of 
tudent Affairs for the 


Faculty of Arts and Science. He 
has taught over 50 courses, pri- 
marily in human physiology and 
clinical exercise physiology, and 
his research concentrates on the 
physiological alterations to cold 
stress in diabetes and the effec- 
tiveness of exercise rehabilitation 
programs for women with breast 


cancer 





Claire Le Brun 


Etudes francaises 

me Le Brun se spécialise en 

études médiévales et en lit- 
térature du XXé siécle, en partic- 
ulier en littérature de jeunesse. 
Elle détient actuellement une 
subvention autonome du CRSH et 
elle participe 4 une équipe sub- 
ventionnée par FCAR, deux sub- 
ventions en littérature de 
jeunesse. Elle a publié un impor- 
tant ouvrage d’érudition au 
Pontifical Institute of Medieval 
Studies, Ystoria sancti Thome 
de Aquino, une contribution 
majeure pour les études médié- 
vales ainsi qu’a l'histoire des cul- 
tures et des religions. 


William Knitter 
Education 
iam Knitter has been 
Vice-Dean of Administra- 


tive Affairs for the Faculty of Arts 
and Science since 1997. He was 


notions 2003 


president of the Concordia 
University Faculty Association 
from 1994 to 1996 and a member of 
the university senate for nine years. 
He was instrumental in establish- 
ing Concordias Educational 


Studies Program during its forma- 
tive years in the mid 1970s, and is a 
past president of the Canadian 
Association of Deans of Education 
(1990 to 1992). 





Marie-France Wagner 
Etudes francaises 


E: janvier 2002, le groupe de 
recherche qu'elle dirige, le 
Groupe de recherche sur les 
entrées solennelles (GRES), a 
obtenu une subvention pres- 
tigieuse de 1,6 millions de dollars 
(2002-2007) du programme des 
Grands travaux de recherche con- 
certée du CRSH (SSHRC-MCRI) 
pour son projet intitulé Le specta- 
cle du pouvoir: entrées solennelles 
du roi dans les villes francaises au 
XVIe siécle. 





John Molson 
School of 
Business 


Chrisopher Ross 


Marketing 

hristopher Ross has won best 

paper awards at two confer- 
ences, and is currently vice-presi- 
dent, research, Canadian Council 
for Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship, and associate 
editor, Journal of Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. He was 
responsible for establishing the 
Aviation Management Program, 


the Co-op Program, the Faculty 
Advisory Board, the CIDA Exchange 
Program and the Minority 
Entrepreneurship Institute. 





Faculty of 
Engineering and 


Computer Science 


Sabah Toma Alkass 
Building, Civil & 
Environmental 
Engineering 





D; Alkass’s main research 
interest is the application of 
information technology (IT) in 
construction. This includes devel- 
oping computer integrated sys- 
tems for the industry in areas 
such as claims and delay analysis, 
estimating, equipment manage- 
ment, scheduling using neural 
networks, life cycle costing and 
cash flow. 


Leslie Landsberger 
Electrical & Computer 
Engineering 





rofessor Landsberger graduat- 
ed from Harvard University 
with Honours in 1979, then com- 


pleted his master’s (1981) and 
PhD (1988) degrees in electrical 
engineering at Stanford University. 

After working in industry for 
three years at the Digital 
Equipment Corporation, he 
came to Concordia in 1991. He is 
a Tier II Concordia Research 
Chair in Microsystems 
Technology. 


Promoted to Associate Professor, 
with early tenure and tenure, 
effective June 1, 2003: 


Faculty of Arts and Science: 
Lynda Clarke, Religion; Michel 
Dugas, Psychology; Ollivier Dyens, 
Etudes francaises; Jose Giminez- 
Mico, Classics, Modern Languages 
& Linguistics; Vincent Goulet, 
Mathematics and Statistics; Marie- 
Nathalie Leblanc, Sociology and 
Anthropology; Kevin Pask, English; 
Lady Rojas-Trempe, Classics, 
Modern Languages & Linguistics; 
Christian Sigouin, Economics; 
Peter Stoett, Political Science; 
William Zerges, Biology. 


John Molson School of Business: 
Dominic Peltier-Rivest, Accoun- 
tancy; Khaled Soufani, Finance. 


Engineering and Computer 
Science: Catherine Mulligan, 
Building, Civil and Environmental 


Engineering. 


Faculty of Fine Arts: Yves 
Bilodeau, Studio Arts; Kristina 
Huneault, Art History; Josée 
Leclerc, Creative Arts Therapies; 
Martin Racine, Design Art; Denise 
Tanguay, Creative Arts Therapies. 


Named Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus 


Zalman Amit, Psychology 
Sheila McDonough, Religion 
Edward Pechter, English 
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Optik gives summer course on acting on impulse 


BY JAMES MARTIN 


welve barefoot people 
stand scattered about a 
room. Slowly, some begin 
to walk, carving straight lines 
across the empty space. Others 
join in, each walking their own 
trajectory. Paths cross, creating 
a complicated grid of collisions 
and near misses. Electronic 
ambient soundscapes trickle 
out of giant speakers, growing 
in complexity and density as 
paces quicken. This is the world 
of Optik, and no two perform- 
ances are ever the same. 

Kate Bligh first saw a per- 
formance by the London-based 
company seven years ago. 
Bligh, a part-time instructor in 


Concordia’s English and 
Theatre Departments, was 
moved by its spontaneity and 
creativity. 


When an opportunity arose 
to bring Optik to Montreal, she 
suggested to founder-director 
Barry Edwards that the com- 
pany workshop a new piece 
with performers from her own 
fledgling Temenos theatre 
company. Unusually, it just ran 
as a two-week intensive sum- 
mer course. 

Bligh chose 10 theatre stu- 
dents and four music students 
based on 500-word application 
essays outlining why they were 
interested in the workshop and 
what they hoped to get out of it. 





Optik in performance: Laura Burke is seen under the silhouette of Simon 
Humm, with Lucas Fehr on the floor. 


The Optik philosophy, says 
Edwards, is about getting 
inside the impulse. Jocelyn 
Wickett is a recent graduate of 
Concordia’s theatre perform- 
ance program and member of 


Temenos who enrolled in the 
course as an independent stu- 
dent. 

“There's no narrative, no 
characters. As an actor, that’s a 
big thing to drop. Anything 


Moving chemicals requires special crew 


Continued from front page 


Books, files and furniture will 
be standard items included in 
the move, but Roy sees the non- 
standard items as being the 
most challenging. 

“We have a person who is 
dedicated to just the technical 
aspects of the move,” Roy said. 
“His job is to make sure that 
on a particular day, whatever 
tradespeople or technicians are 
needed to disconnect a mass 
spectrometer, for example, are 
there and ready.” 

Specialists from the U.S. and 
overseas will be flown in to han- 
dle calibration and diagnostics 
for the high-tech equipment, 
the movement of which will be 
handled by a dedicated crew of 
movers. 

“They also have put on a spe- 
cial crew to move chemicals or 
hazardous materials, because 
we have a lot of chemicals,” Roy 
said. “Just the preparation for 
the chemical move is an enor- 
mous undertaking. 

“All the chemicals must be 
classified. They have to be 
packed in appropriate combina- 


tions, boxed and put into trucks 
in the right combinations, and 
within limits that are allowed by 
the Transport of Dangerous 
Goods regulations.” 

Roy said this move is “by a 
country mile” the largest and 
most complex project with 
which he has ever been associ- 
ated. 

He commented on the long 
hours that his staff has 


Vice-Dean Bob Roy goes over the plans. 





this 


in for 
“Tremendous. And it’s not over. 


put project. 
This is going to be a very busy 
summer.” 

The fun of officially opening 
the new Science Complex and 
renovated athletics facilities on 
the Loyola Campus will take 
place in early September through 
a series of events, many open to 
the public. Look for announce- 
ments later this summer. 


comes into your mind — “This 
person has a wrinkle on their 
forehead’ — and you're allowed 
to let that in, but you're sup- 
posed to let it go and concen- 
trate on being present here and 
now: I’m standing, I’m walking, 
I’m looking. You're not playing 
any intention or story.” 

Sadia Mahmood, another 
recent grad and Temenos mem- 
ber, said, “The goal is to open 
up your senses, so that whatev- 
er stimuli you take in you can 
choose to act upon or not. It’s a 
very real exercise in being in 
the moment and truly engaging 
with being open, and with 
impulse.” 

The Optik Project culminat- 
ed at the end of May with two 


indoor performances at the 
Black Watch Drill Hall, and an 
outdoor performance at Place 
des Arts. 

Bligh sees a need for this 
kind of training because it 
“puts performers very much in 
contact with why they’re doing 
something now,’ rather than 
simply adhering to a remem- 
bered sequence of movements. 

“Optik’s work, because it has 
no words, puts you smack in 
contact with the pre-verbal. 
You can feel how rich and pow- 
erful and interesting and cre- 
ative it can be to engage your- 
self with what you feel like 
doing next — rather than hav- 
ing to constantly remember 
the directions you've been 


Filmfests this summer 
have offbeat appeal 


BY JAMES MARTIN 


C University is all 
about oddball cinema this 
summer. On June 20 and 21, 
Cinéma du Parc will screen a 90- 
minute retrospective of short 
films by Frangois Miron, an 
experimental filmmaker and 
instructor at the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema. 

Filmgrafix: The Hallucinatory 
Shorts of Francois Miron offers a 
rare opportunity to see the cele- 
brated director’s experimental 
weirdness on the big screen. 

Miron teaches the technical 
aspects of filmmaking, and his 
own work displays a virtuosic 
mastery of the process known as 
optical printing. A notoriously 
time-intensive procedure, optical 
printing is essentially frame-by- 
frame re-photography using a 
projector aimed at a camera. The 
process allows Miron to superim- 
pose animation over live action, 
to create surreal saturated 
colours, and to wildly distort and 
manipulate images. The results 
are trippy cinematic freakouts 
perfect for the midnight movie 
circuit. 

Filmgrafix collects his non-nar- 
rative short films from 1987 to 
1999. Also on the bill is Miron’s 
first foray into (somewhat) more 
traditional storytelling, the 20- 
minute Resolving Power, which 
was the toast of the 2001 FanTasia 
film festival. 

Speaking of FanTasia, the pop- 
ular fantasy/action/horror film 
festival has a new home: 
Concordia’s Hall Building (Room 
H-110) and de Séve Cinema. The 
annual festival skipped last sum- 
mer because its longtime venue, 
the Imperial Cinema, was under- 


going renovations. The Imperial 
still isn’t ready, and so FanTasia 
has decamped for Concordia. 

Donato Totaro is thrilled to 
have the eight-year-old festival 
back. The part-time Film Studies 
instructor has covered FanTasia 
as a critic and journalist, and is a 
longtime fan. He says FanTasia’s 
adventurous programming — 
such as screening Hideo Nakata's 
cult horror film The Ring long 
before the Hollywood remake 
machine got wind of it — has 
earned it a stellar international 
reputation, attracting moviegoers 
from around the world. 

“FanTasia shows so many genre 
films I never thought I'd see on 
bootleg black-market video, let 
alone see them on the big screen. 
A lot of these films are controver- 
sial, or have been banned. Man 
Behind the Sun [which screened at 
the 1998 festival] is a good exam- 
ple. It’s a Chinese film about a 
Japanese concentration camp 
during the Sino-Japan war; it’s 
purely an exploitation film, but it 
raises this important incident 
which is suppressed in Japanese 
history books.” 

The official FanTasia 2003 line- 
up was yet to be announced, but 
Totaro says insider scuttlebutt 
hints that the undead will be par- 
ticularly well represented this 
time around — including the pre- 
miere of local writer/director Elza 
Kephart’s debut feature, 
Graveyard Alive. 

“If you like zombies,” Totaro 
quipped, “it will be a very good 
year.” 

FanTasia runs from July 17 to 
August 10. Complete screening 
information can be found on the 
official Web site, www.fantasi- 


afest.com, starting June 10. 


dune 5, 2003 | Concordia’s Thursday Report 


1] 





Applied 
Psychology Centre 


The Applied Psychology Centre in the 
Department of Psychology offers confiden- 
tial psychotherapy and assessment for 
adults, couples, families, children and 
teenagers. By appointment only: 848-7550. 





Art 


Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 
Monday to Friday 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Saturday 
1-5 p.m; dosed Sundays. 1400. de 
Maisonneuve W. Free admission. Info: 848- 
4750 or www.ellengallery.com. 


General Idea: Editions 1967-1995, June 10- 
August 9. Vernissage June 10 at 5:30 p.m. 


Concerts 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 Sherbrooke 
W. Box office: Monday to Friday, 9:30 am-12 
p.m, 1:30-4:30 pm. Tel. 848-4848. Tickets at 
the door only, $5 general admission, free for 
students with ID, unless indicated otherwise. 
For more listings, visit oscar. concordia.ca. 


June 5 

| Can! A Celebration of the Arts..and Ability, a 
benefit concert for Centre for the Arts in 
Human Development. Featuring the Savoy 
Ellingtons and highlighting the jazz singing 
talents of Lisa Walsh, who has Williams 
Syndrome and is a graduate of the Centre's pro- 
gram. With MC Andrew Carter (IAD Radio) 
and dancers Daniel Trenner, Roxanne 
McKenney and Travis Knight. 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are available at the box office and on the 
Admission network (790-1245): $30 general 
admission. 


June 8 

Judy & David, a children's concert and annual 
fundraising event for Jewish Women 
Intemational of Montreal. 11 a.m. & 2 pm. 
Tickets available at the box office and on the 
Admission network (790-1245): $18 or $25. 


June 12, 13, 14 at 8p.m. 

June 15 at2 p.m. 

The Lyric Theatre singers perform Once Upon A 
Time, songs from Broadway hits such as into 
the Woods, Once Upon a Mattress, Annie Get 
Your Gun, The Music Man, Hairspray and Les 
Miserables. Directed by Bob Bachelor and Cathy 
Bums, and piano accompaniment by Linda 
LaRoche. Tickets are available at the box office 
and on the Admission network (790-1245): 
$25 general admission, $20 students/seniors, 
$12.50 children under 16, groups of 10 or more 
$18, Tickets can also be purchased by sending a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to The Lyric 
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Theatre Co. /o 530 Bord de Veau, Laval, 
Quebec, H7X 2W5 with payment and date of 
preferred performance. 


June 17 & 18 at2 p.m. 

June 19 & 20 at 7p.m. 

Book reviewer Robert Adams will discuss An 
Equal Music by Vikram Seth. For information 
and reservations, call 488-1152. 


June 18 
Daniel Paquette, a student of Pierre Beaudry, 
performs classical repertoire on guitar. 8 p.m. 





Counselling and 
Development 


SGW: H-440, 848-3545; Loyola: AD-103, 848- 
3555. 


Student Success 
Centre 


Drop by H-481 and speak to us about any of the 
personal, academic or career concems you may 
be experiencing. We can point you in the right 
direction. 


Employee Assistance 
Program 


The Employee Assistance Program (EAP) is a 
voluntary, confidential counselling and infor- 
mation service available to all employees 
eligible for health benefits at Concordia, 
including their immediate family, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Log onto the EAP Web Page at eap.concordia.ca 
for helpful information about counselling serv- 
ices, lunch seminars, newsletters and a lot 
more! 1-800-387-4765 (Eng.) 1-800-361-5676 
(Fr) 





Let us post the jobs and arrange interviews. 
Contact us by phone at 848-3950, by email at 
Co-opinstitute@concordia.ca, by fax at 848- 
2811, or check out our Web site at www.co- 
op.concordia.ca, 





Legal Information 


Concordia’s Legal Information Services offers 
free and confidential legal information and 
assistance to the Concordia community. By 
appointment. Call 848-4960. 


Meetings & Events 


Graduate Diplomas in Administration and 
in Sport Administration 

Information session on the program. Meet 
with the director, staff and students. June 5 at 
6 p.m., GM 403-2, 1550 de Maisonneuve W. 
For information, call 848-2766, 
diadsa@jmsb.concordia.ca or visit wwwjohn- 
molson.concordia.ca/diadsa. 


Graduation service 

Graduation Service of Many Faiths: A multifaith 
service to celebrate the success of our gradu- 
ates and give thanks for learning. Prayers, read- 
ings, songs and poetry of many traditions. 
Wednesday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m, D.B. Clarke 
Theatre, Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. W. For information, please 
all the Multifaith Chaplaincy, 848-3588. 


University of the Streets Café 

A public and free discussion series that will take 
place in Montreal cafés throughout the sum- 
mer from 7-9 p.m. See artide on page 8 for 
details. Upcoming sessions: 


June 10: Environment and Development. 
“Relating to the Environment: What is waste? 
What is resource?” moderated by Janice 
Astbury at Coop la Maison Verte, 5785 Sher- 
brooke St. West. 


June 17: The Joy of Food. “Branding food: Any 
difference between organic branding and 
mainstream advertising?” moderated by Jean 
Lapalme at Café Rico, 969 Rachel E. 


For more information, visit univeafe.concor- 
dia.ca of contact the Institute in Management 
and Community Development at 848-3967. 


A Chorus Line 

The classic Broadway musical presented by One 
Foot Productions, an English-language student 
theatre group, and Hillel Montreal. June 10-12 
& 14-15 at Moyse Hall, 853 Sherbrooke St. W. at 
8 pm. $15 general admission, $10 for stu- 


dents. (Call 636-4304, or visit 
Day trip 
Quebec City, Ste. Anne de Beaupre, visits to his- 


torical sites, etc. June 14, 24. $35. Call Marcia , 
at 483-4139, 


Polish Institute meeting 

The Polish Institute of Arts & Sciences of 
America will hold its annual meeting at McGill 
on June 6-7, 2003. Keynote quest will be Dr. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, former national security 


advisor to Jimmy Carter. For information, visit 
www.piasa.org.. 


Multifaith Chaplaincy 
Loyola: AD-130, 7141 Sherbrooke St. W., 
848-3588; SGW: Annex Z, rooms 102-106, 
2090 Mackay, 848-3593. advoaacy.concor- 
dia.ca/ministry/ 





Notices 


Mentors for mature students 

The Mature Student Mentor Program is cur- 
rently looking for Mature Students who are 
interested in sharing their experience, lending 
support and providing a “connection” with the 
University for new Mature Students. Please 
contact Nelly at 848-3890 or Brigeen at 848- 
3895. 


Hypnotization 

The Department of Psychology is looking for 
participants to come into our lab at the Loyola 
campus for a study on hypnosis and memory. 
The first partis a hypnotic assessment, the sec- 
ond, a memory assessment. Your name will be 
put in a draw for prizes of up to $100 . We work 
around your availability. Contact Maya at 
848-2213, or by email at laurencelab@hot- 
mail.com for details about the study and 


(OCD). If you have unwanted, intrusive 
thoughts that cause anxiety, or repeat things 
(counting, checking, washing, etc.) to reduce 
your anxiety, please call (514) 848-2199. 
Participants will receive treatment information 
and compensation. All information obtained 
will be kept strictly confidential and no identi- 
fying information will be released. OCD sup- 
port groups will resume in the fall. For more 
information, call 624-4036. 


Volunteers wanted 

The Office of Students with Disabilities is 
looking for volunteers to devote a few hours 
per week to assist students with reading 
(recording material onto cassette) or tutor- 
ing (subject or writing). Please contact Jen 
Schlumberger, 848-3525 or osdvol@aicor. 
concordia.ca, 


Summer French course 

A special two-week (40 hours) French conver- 
sation course will be offered June 7-18 at the 
Centre for Continuing Education. Cost is $250. 
Registration ends June 30. For more inform- 
ation, call 848-3600 or visit www.con- 
condia.ca/conted. 


Fantasia festival volunteers wanted 

The 7th edition of FanTasia Intemational Film 
Festival, 2003 is now looking for volunteers 
who could help office work, working in cine- 
mas, candy bars. Volunteers are needed in 
June and July for preparations as well as during 
the festival July 17- August 11. Email 
mijeong@fantasiafestival.com. 


Adolescent body image study 

The Montreal Neurological Institute is seeking 
male and female volunteers age 10-17 years 
for a body image study that will help us under- 
stand the relationship between the brain and 
body perception. Duration of participation will 
be approximately 20 minutes. Volunteers will 
be compensated for their time and incon- 
venience. All information will remain confi- 


dential and parental consent is required. To 
participate in the study or for more informa- 
tion, contact Rosanne Aleong at 398-5839 or at 
faleong@bic mni.mcgill.a. 





Office of Rights & 
Responsibilities 


The Office of Rights and Responsibilities is 
available to all members of the university com- 


drop by our office at GM-1120. 





Ombuds Office 


The Ombuds Office is available to all mem- 
bers of the university for information, confi- 
dential advice and assistance with universi- 
ty-related problems. Call 848-4964, or drop 
by GM-1120. 





Undiassified 


Apartment for rent 
Westmount - Prince Albert. Conveniently 
located 2-bedroom heated upper duplex for 
rent, $1,600 per month. Large sunny rooms. 
Regret no pets. Call 484-0286. 
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House for rent 

Located in quiet, scenic Beaconsfield (West 
Island). 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom house avail- 
able from August 2003 until August 2004. 
Fireplace, garage, partially finished basement, 
large deck & garden. Close to lake, library, and 
recreation, schools and shops, outdoor summer 
pools, and public transportation. Prefer to rent 
fumished. $1,600/month. Call 398-6518 or 
630-7136 or email ragan@physics.megill.ca. 


Room for rent 

Very bright and spacious room, with landro- 
mat in the garage, balcony and others facilities 
Nearby, facing park. | accept pets and | have a 
cat. | prefer female non-smokers. Call 483- 
475A. 


French tutoring 

Master's student from France will help you 
improve your conversational, reading and 
writing skills in French. $15/hour. Contact 


sive materials, creative teaching methods, flex- 
ible hours and courses at all levels. We teach 
employees and managers Mandarin Chinese, 
Chinese business environment, and Chinese 
social etiqutte. Contact Mandy Luo at 932- 
0971. 


Piano lessons 

Offered by graduating McGill jazz performance 
major with experience in jazz, classical, r&b, 
funk, rock, and pop music. Will teach classical 
and jazz theory & technique. Reasonable 
rates for any level of player. Call 526-7533. 


VA EEEE 


WHAT BLOOMS AT CONCORDIA? IITS staff members 
Ravdeep Sawhney and Andrea Cestaro sit amid the posies 
in the J.W. McConnell atrium. The unusual installation was 
being readied for unveiling at a Garden Tea Party yester- 
day to wind up the Staff Appeal, which has raised more 
money this year from the internal community than at this 
time last year. The indoor garden is dedicated to communi- 
ty donors as thanks for helping the university grow. You 
can still make a donation. Visit the Staff Appeal Web site 
through the Concordia home page, at www.concordia.ca. 





Students got taste of research and multidisciplinary curriculum 


Continued from front page 


similar experience while 
studying the feeding behav- 
iour of caterpillars. “That's 
research, right?” she said 
and the other three nodded. 

Next year, Pohl will con- 
tinue her research on 
drug addiction at Queen's 
University. 

Knack, passion, fascina- 


tion- Kevin Debiparshad 
cannot find enough words 
to describe his relationship 
to science. 

Debiparshad, who will 
receive an honours degree 
in cell-and molecular biolo- 
gy this spring, was exposed 
to the sciences through his 
mother. When he was a 
teenager, she was complet- 


ing degrees in nursing and 


practiced clinical proce- 
dures on him. 

Though Debiparshad is 
attracted to the intellectual 
demands of research, his 
experiences as a peer tutor 
and a volunteer in schools 
and day care centres, among 
others, made him realize he 
needed to be around people. 
Recently accepted into Mc- 
Gill’s medical school, he 


finds medicine to be the 
ideal compromise. “If you're 
in the lab all the time, you 
contribute to society, but in 
medicine you can make a 
contribution to individual 
people and to society.” 

For Claudia Farnesi, the 
Science College was an 
opportunity to fuse her two 
passions, dance and mathe- 
matics. A dancer since the 


age of five, she is a member 
of the Ballet-Jazz du 
Québec’s dance troupe and 
a part-time dance instruc- 
tor. She likes math because 
it is always clear-cut. “You 
always know where you're 
headed.” 

The correlation between 
dance and math is perfectly 
logical to Farnesi. For her 
thesis, she studied how 


math was used in dance 
notation, a written language 
similar to musical notes. 
Once she completes a 
qualifying year to make up 
missing courses, Fernasi 
will enter Concordia’s mas- 
ter's program in math. She 
then plans to return to 
school as a teacher. “I really 
like being in the school 
environment.” 


